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Older Core Cities Initiative: From Research to Action
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Five case study communities: Baltimore, Cleveland, Detroit, Phil adelphia, 
Pittsburgh

Report Shared Prosperity, Stronger Regions: An Agenda for Revitalizing 
America’s Older Core Cities

Ø Key Forces Shaping Landscape of Opportunity

Ø Regional Equity as the Goal

Ø Six Arenas for Action

Ø Over 30 Examples of Successful Initiatives, Policies, Practices

Older Core Cities: Key Shaping Forces

Weakened and Changed Economic Base
Job Sprawl: Areas of Job Growth in the Baltimore Region

Percent Employment Change 
by Zip Code, 1998-2002

Less than 0% (Job Loss)

1 to 5%

6 to 15%

16 to 30%

31 to 66%
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Older Core Cities: Key Shaping Forces

Baltimore       Cleveland       Detroit      Philadelphia    Pit tsburgh      Top 100
Cities

Population Decentralization and Decline
Population Change in Cities and Suburbs, 1990-2000
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Older Core Cities: Consequences of Economic Stagnation and Sprawl

Ø Vacant and Abandoned Property

Ø Segregation by Income and Race

Ø Weakened Housing Markets

Ø High-Poverty Neighborhoods
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Older Core Cities: Assets to Leverage for Inclusive Growth

Ø Rising Sub-sectors

Ø Locational Advantages

Ø Reviving Downtowns, Resurgent Neighborhoods

Ø Abundant and Willing Workforce

Ø Strong Institutions
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An Action Agenda for Rebuilding America’s Older Core Cities

1) Pursue economic development strategies that link low-income people 
to opportunities

2) Leverage anchor institutions 

3) Create equitable transportation policies

4) Reclaim vacant and abandoned properties

5) Expand innovative neighborhood revitalization practices

6) Increase affordable housing in opportunity-rich communities

Copyright © 2006 PolicyLinkNew Partners for Smart Growth January 27, 2006

To find out more about the Older Core Cities Initiative and download 
Shared Prosperity, Stronger Regions: An Agenda for Rebuilding America’s 

Older Core Cities, go to:

www.policylink.org

Or contact:

Sarah Treuhaft
Program Associate

sarah@policylink.org
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