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WHAT IS IT?

A sustainable Vancouver is a community
that meets the needs of the present without

compromising the ability of future
generations to meet their own needs.

WHAT IS IT?

It is a place where people live, work and
prosper in a vibrant community of

communities. In such a community,
sustainability is achieved through 

community participation 
and the reconciliation of short

and long term economic, social and
ecological well-being.
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WHAT IS IT?

Sustainability is a direction 
rather than a destination. 

A sustainable city is one that
protects and enhances the immediate and

long-term well being of a city and its citizens,
while providing the highest quality of life

possible. 

WHAT IS IT?

Sustainability requires 
integrated decision making 

that takes into account economic,
ecological, and social impacts as a whole.

diversity.

leadership

City Principles
1. Today's decisions must not compromise the choices of 

our children and future generations. 

2. We are all accountable for our individual and collective 
actions. 

3. Resources must be used fairly and efficiently 
without compromising the sustainability of one 
community for another. 

4. Using renewable resources is encouraged 
and supported, while the use of non-renewable 
resources should be minimized. 

5. Renewable resource consumption should not exceed 
the rate of regeneration. 
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City Principles
6. Strong collaboration and open communication between the 

public, the business sector, and all levels of government are 
important. 

7. We value cultural, economic, and environmental 

8. A community should provide a safe, healthy, and viable 
setting for human interaction, education, employment, 
recreation, and cultural development. 

9. A sustainable Vancouver contributes to, and provides 
leadershiptowards, regional, provincial, national, and global 
sustainability. 

10. The Vancouver economy should move forward from its 
dependence on non-renewable carbon based fuels, 
particularly for transportation, which are likely to fluctuate 
dramatically in price and supply.

diversity.

leadership

2003

1983

L I V I N G   F I R S T   S T R A T E G Y
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1 9 8 6 : 4 3 , 0 0 0  R E S I D E N T S

1 9 9 1 : 4 7 , 0 0 0  R E S I D E N T S

1 9 9 6 : 6 2 , 0 0 0  R E S I D E N T S

2 0 0 5 : 8 5 , 0 0 0  R E S I D E N T S

2 0 2 1 :  1 2 0 , 0 0 0  R E S I D E N T S

DOWNTOWN GROWTH 
PATTERNSW I T H I N  A  L A N D  A R E A  O F  A P P R O X .  2  S Q U A R E  M I 

L E S
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Family 
Housing

(25%)

Non-Market 
Housing

(20%)
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p a r k s
s c h o o l s
d a y c a r e s
p u b l i c  a r t
l i b r a r y  f a c i l i t i e s
c o m m u n i t y  c e n t r e s
w a l k w a y s  &  b i k e w a y s

PUBLIC GOODS REQUIREMENTS
C   I   T   Y     O   F     V   A   N   C   O   U   V   E   R
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sustainability has been expressed in council 
decisions and policy for many years:

– since the 1970’s: affordable housing 
policies

– 1990: clouds of change report
– 1994: solid waste management plan
– 1997: vancouver transportation plan
– 2002: downtown transportation plan
– 2003: food policy task force
– 2004: corporate climate change action plan
– 2005: community climate change action 

plan
– underway: city-wide green buildings 

program
– underway: sustainability precinct

s u s t a i n a b l e  d e c i s i o n s

Vancouver City Council 
issued a challenge to create 

a community that is even 
more sustainable:

“ on the south shore of false 
creek, develop a 
neighbourhood that is the 
model of sustainability, 
incorporating: forward-
thinking infrastructure; 
strategic energy 
reduction; high-
performance buildings; 
and high transit access”

s o u t h e a s t  f a l s e  c r e e k : t h e  b e g i n n i n g

southeast false creek  >> plan
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• 1/3 affordable housing, 1/3 modest market housing, 1/3 market 
housing

• 5 licensed childcare facilities & 2 out-of-school care facilities
• 26 acre park

• community centre including a non-motorized boating facility
• neighbourhood community high street
• K-7 elementary school

• continuation of 32km waterfront seawall walkway
• waterfront fun zone

southeast false creek  >> a complete community

• ground source heat pumps

• sewer heat recovery system

• horizontal ground water loop

heating and cooling:

energy systems:

• micro-grid technologies

• green power sources including 
hydrogen, solar, and wind 
generation

• green house gas neutral

southeast false creek  >> energy planning

• green roofs

• permeable surfaces

• capture & reuse of rainwater

• water-wise landscapes

• low-flow water fixtures in 

buildings

southeast false creek  >> water management
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• composting

• reuse & recycle of building materials

• 3-stream waste separation

• neighbourhood solid waste utility

southeast false creek  >> waste management

• LEED gold for all new civic 
buildings

• ‘green’ retrofits to existing civic 
buildings 

• minimum 30% energy 
reductions

• targeting LEED Silver or 
equivalency for private 
buildings

southeast false creek  >> green construction

• public community gardens

• rooftop gardens

• school gardens

• farmers market

• boulevard food production

southeast false creek  >> urban agriculture
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– reduced parking requirements

– on-site car-sharing program (car co-

op)

– transit-oriented development

– new neighbourhood streetcar line  

connecting to downtown

– walking distance to new subway line 

to      downtown & airport

– access to local busses

– pedestrian & bicycle priority

– restricted vehicular access

– new false creek ferry terminal

southeast false creek  >> transportation

• “eco centre”
• citizen’s stewardship committee
• full-cost accounting & reporting

southeast false creek  >> environmental stewardship and 
learning
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– athletes housing for the 2010 winter olympic
games

– 2200 athletes

– 600 officials

– 600,000 sq. ft. of development

– most sustainable olympic athletes village to 
date

– we were already committed, even before the 
olympics

southeast false creek  >> 2010 olympic athletes village
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2003

1983

DISCRETIONARY 
REGULATORY 
FRAMEWORK
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PROACTIVE PLANNING

GENERAL TO SPECIFIC IN STAGES

Principles

Policy Plan

Overall 
Zoning

Site-Specific 
Zoning

Development Permits

Building Permits
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JOINT DESIGN                                    
EXERCISES

PUBLIC GOODS 
PAID BY 

DEVELOPERS
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SERVICE-ORIENTED BUREAUCRACY

NON-POLITICAL DECISION-MAKING            
AND VERY PRESCRIBED APPEAL
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