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Valencia Street, San Francisco
Complete Street campaign

• Introduction
• Context
• Valencia St.

campaign 1998-99
• Valencia St. 

improvements 2006

Dave Snyder, Director of Program Development, Thunderhead Alliance Thunderhead Alliance

Valencia Street “road diet”
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Valencia St campaign plan

► Issue Definition
► Campaign Goals
► Assess Resources: Strengths & Weaknesses
► Strategy: Targets, Allies & Opponents
► Communications
► Tactics & Timelines
►Resource Management

Valencia Street “road diet”

before after

At 20 mph, a driver needs 40 feet to 
stop before hitting a child at 50 ft.

At 40 mph, a driver will still be 
traveling at a high speed at 50 ft.
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30%30%4%37%Sales

4%35%62%Pedestrian safety

15%52%11%22%Effect of traffic congestion on 
nearby streets

4%22%26%7%41%Effect of traffic congestion on 
Valencia Street

4%39%4%8%46%Effect of reduced auto speed on 
sales

4%23%73%Attractiveness of street

33%52%15%Commercial/residential property 
values

22%30%4%44%Economic revitalization for area

Don’t 
Know

No 
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BalancedWorseBetterImpact of Traffic Calming

Source: Emily Drennen, “Economic Effects of Traffic Calming on Urban Small Businesses,” 
www.emilydrennen.org/research
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Source: Mike Sallaberry, “Valencia Street Bike Lanes, a One Year Evaluation.” SF Dept of 
Parking & Traffic, 2000.
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Dave Snyder

dave@livablecity.org

(415) 216-7393


