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What is Greening the Code?

The natural and built environments must
be planned and integrated as a sustainable
and seamless place for communities of
people, plants and wildlife.

It must have a well defined public realm

integrating natural and human systems
together, to create the ecology of
sustainability into codes, policge's and

patterns of smart growth. y
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Objectives of Greening the Code

- Advance the benefits of smart growth

+ Create a framework to integrate ecology and human
patterns of development

“Greening the Code” Planning Issues
STAKEHOLDER, COMMUNITY & GOVERNMENTAL PROCESS

ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING & PLACE MAKING

ECONOMICS AND FINANCE

SOCIAL EQUITY
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Approaches to Greening the Code

- Setting environmental, economic and social goals,
policies, standards and plans
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Understanding the Environment

Chinese Transect

A Natural Transect lllustration




Defining the Environment

THE SPRAWL TRANSECT
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e TRANSECT

e Transect- Integrating Human & Natural Systems

Blue Infrastructure
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e Transect- Integrating Human & Natural Systems

e Transect- Integrating Human & Natural Systems

Transit/ Non-Vehicular Mobility
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e Transect- Integrating Human & Natural Systems

Green Street Network




o Transect- Hierarchy of Human & Natural Systems

Hierarchy of Human Communities- Mixed Use Districts

o Transect- Integrating Human & Natural Systems

Urban Core
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Composite Framework Green Systems

Environmental Footprint
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Coding Process: Conventional Codes

Urban Core
Subdivision
Ordinance
HELGETGH
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Coding Example: Code Format
Composite Framework Community Building Maps
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Regional Context

San Jose

B coyotE
VALLEY

& ‘.‘:‘T'Slf .
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Coyote Valley

South West View of Coyote Valley
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Coyote Valley

South West View of Coyote Valley
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Coyote Valley Vision
CITY COUNCIL'S VISION AND EXPECTED OUTCOMES:

COMMUNITY BUILDING VISION FOR A NEW COYOTE COMMUNITY
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Coyote Valley History

Flooding
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Coyote Valley Today

Coyote Creek Aglil.uilule . oyote Hamlet
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Spreckels Hillock Laguna Seca (Dry Lake)
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Coyote Valley Land Use

Sprawl
+Single Land Use
=Auto Dependant

Smart Growth

=Mixed and Integrated Land-Use
s«Walkable/ Transit Friendly
*Preserve Scenic Character
sEnvironmental Stewardship
=Place Making S

Land uses 2004 - Present
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Coyote Valley Integrated Planning Process
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CLEAR & VISION

Create Political Will

+ Build coalitions around Quality of Life Goal
- Community leaders/residents
- Business/chamber of commerce
- Non-profit sector
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Meaningful Community Engagement

- Involve the community

- Listen for values

+ Help define high quality of life
- Visual preference surveys
- Slide shows /voting exercises
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Overcoming Institutional Inertia

« It is ok to start small
- Focus on key geography
(e.g., downtown, business
district street, etc.)
- Focus on land use type
(e.g., housing or commercial)
- Focus on environmental
issue (e.g., sensitive species,
riparian, etc.)
+ Use regulation to be visionary
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Institutional Realities

+ Bureaucracies are slow to change
- Staff resources and training are essential
- Consider performance based measures

(sustainability indicators) for budgeting and staff
evaluation
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Developers are Business People

+ Appeal to the profit motive
+ Sell lifestyle
- Recognize larger institutional barriers:
- Insurance
- Lending
- Consider incentives:
- Faster permits
- Reduced taxes
- Multi-purpose lands
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Nexus Realities

- Understand regulatory hierarchy

- Use Comprehensive/General Plan as
policy foundation for “green” initiatives

- Modify zoning codes

- Modify other codes

- Modify internal procedures
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Environmental Footprint: Process Diagram

P Conponr] ! - G

Environmental - Environmental
Footprint ey, Footprint

e T
Environmental _ Hydrological
Approaches .

Research

Pregared by: KenKay Asseciates & Laurel Preverti
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and Use Plan/ Phasing Intent
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Blue Infrastructure- Coyote Lake

Key Concepts
= Storm water Detention
- Recreation

= Visual Amenity/
Place Making

« Circulation- Walking
Biking

- Lake 55 Acres (Approx.)
= Park 25 Acres (Approx.)
+ Lake Walk 1.6 Miles
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Blue Infrastructure- Canal Park

Key Concepts
+ Linear Park
« Bio-Filtration
- Pedestrian/ Bicycle
Circulation
= Storm Water Detention
Quality

1.8 Miles

NATURAL .
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Green Infrastructure- parks & Recreation

l‘ecrealinnll Trails
Policies and Goals

* Connected Metwork Linked to Extensive
Tral System

Multi-Function System
Circulatien/Recreation
Visual/ Place Making
Stormwater, where appropriate

" Level of Service rmm i 5 15 woiann 245
Meighbarhaad P 104

Community Parks & Facilities 174
Subtetal 227 .

* Facilities to be Located 184
Testmal Plara

i | g L i Total 245,
Commnity baks ] Typical schost shared Use pask | gy commaunity facilities to be determine:
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Non-Vehicular Circulation

Policies and Goals

Trail Credits to be Determined
Pishar Crask Trail
ke Corvider

Cayote Crewh Went Trail
#heHH Calirain

Pp— .
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High Density { Urban Core )

Medium Density 5
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Transect Coding Example
RURAL opEN

SPACE

AGRICULTURE RURAL

ENVIRONMENTAL
FOOTPRINT

BLUE
INFRASTRUCTURE
GREEN

INFRASTRUCTURE

TRANSIT &
NON-VEHICULAR
CONNECTIONS

STREETS
PUBLIC  'terpretive, Seesonal S
FACILITIES & Edcuational H“mm.-'
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Transect Coding Example
| RURAL

URBAN

AGRICULTURE ~ RURAL  NEIGHBORMOOD | MIXED-USE
DISTRICT

ENVIRONMENTAL
FOOTPRINT

BLUE
INFRASTRUCTURE

GREEN
INFRASTRUCTURE

TRANSIT &
NON-VEHICULAR
CONNECTIONS

STREETS

PUBLIC
FACILITIES
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Transect Coding Example
| RURAL

NEIGHBORHOOD

ENVIRONMENTAL
FOOTPRINT

BLUE
INFRASTRUCTURE

GREEN
INFRASTRUCTURE

TRANSIT &
NON-VEHICULAR
CONNECTIONS

STREETS

PUBLIC

Affordable |
FACILITIES
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Green Implementation Strategies
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Itis Not Too Late Even for
-Built out”

« Link new development with existing neighborhoods

- Complete facility master plans for

Elements for Success

Now is the Time
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Aerial Rendering
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Advancing LEED

LEED: LEADERSHIP IN ENERGY AND
ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN - GREEN BUILDING RATING SYSTEM

LEED FOR NEIGHBORHOOD DEVELOPMENT RATING SYSTEM:
LEED-ND

GREENING THE CODE
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