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Envisioning Where Growth Goes:
Using Geography to Achieve Smart Growth

5th Annual Conference
New Partners for Smart Growth

January 28, 2006
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Panel

Moderator:

Eliot Allen, AICP
Principal
Criterion Planners
Portland, OR 

Speakers:

Dr. Thomas Clark
Professor
Department of Planning & Design, University of Colorado
Denver, CO

Ben Bakkenta
Principal Planner
Puget Sound Regional Council
Seattle, WA
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Using Geography to Achieve Regional Smart Growth

What areas are off the table as non-developable?

What areas are suitable for infill and redevelopment?

In remaining areas, where can greenfield growth be staged more sustainably?
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Session Agenda

Case Study:  A Geographic-Based Smart Growth Response to Hurricane 
Katrina in Mississippi.

Principles of Regional Geography in Relation to Smart Growth.

Case Study:  The Role of Geography in Assembling Puget Sound’s Regional 
Growth Vision.

Q&A.

Resource kit.
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Case Study

A Geographic-Based

Smart Growth Response to

Hurricane Katrina in Mississippi.
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A New Urbanist Transect of Regional Sectors

Source:  SmartCode
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Delineating Sectors to Achieve Smart Growth
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Mississippi Gulf Coast

11 cities and 3 counties

1,785 square miles

374,000 persons

150,000 jobs
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1.  Preserved Open Space Sector

O1 Preserved Open Space
(385,000 acres)

O1 contains non-developable areas, including surface 
waters, wetlands, 300 ft. stream buffers, public wildlife 
management areas, state parks, and national forests 
and wildlife refuges.
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2.  Reserved Open Space Sector

O2 Reserved Open Space
(344,000 acres)

O2 contains parcels larger than 20 acres outside of 
incorporated cities and wastewater service areas that 
are either vacant or in agricultural/forestry use.
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3.  Infill & Redevelopment Sector

G4 Infill & Redevelopment
(31,000 acres)

G4 contains areas larger than 30 acres possessing a 
street network density greater than 20 centerline miles 
per sq.mi.
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4.  Intended Growth Sector

G3 Intended Growth
(81,000 acres)

G3 is delineated using one-half mile buffers surrounding 
all G4 lands.  This relies on the contiguity between G4 
and G3 to create an orderly staging of greenfield growth.
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5.  Controlled Growth Sector

G2 Controlled Growth
(24,000 acres)

The same approach is used for G2 with buffers around 
all G3 lands, except that G2 buffers are reduced to one-
quarter mile to “feather” the edge of urbanization where 
it meets open space.
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6.  Restricted Growth Sector

G1 Restricted Growth
(270,000 acres)

G1 is composed of all land not designated in other 
sectors.  It is intended only for cluster developments and 
very small hamlets.
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Regional Smart Growth Transect


