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What is Greater Ohio?

The purpose of the Campaign is to promote 
– through research, public education and 
grassroots advocacy – public policy in 
Ohio to grow our economy and improve 
our quality of life through intelligent land 
use.  To this end, Greater Ohio will work to 
support redevelopment of existing 
communities, strengthen regional 
cooperation and protect the countryside 
and Ohio’s natural resources.

Funded by Foundations…

• Small gifts
• Change the political 

dynamic
• Change the dialogue
• Support OSU scarlet and 

gray 
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If Sprawl Meant Jobs

Ohio Would Have Full 
Employment

One quarter of all job losses in 
the past four years in America 

have occurred in Ohio

In the past six years…
• Per cent living in poverty increased from 12% to 

17%
• Unemployment rate went from 4.3% to 6%
• Ohioans on Medicaid up 45%
• Ohioans on food stamps up 29%
• 49th in economic momentum
• Grade of “D” in  quality of life
• Number one in mortgage foreclosures
• Number two in bankruptcies in raw numbers
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Ohio Sprawl Facts

Columbus:
• The Columbus Area Grew the 

Fastest, Increasing from 142 to 344 
Square Miles From 1960 to 1990.

• Population Grew by 68% Between 
1950 and 1990 and Land 
Consumption Increased by 390%.
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Source: US Census Bureau

Major Roadways

Vacant Properties 
(Not for Sale, Rent or Seasonal Use)

# 1 Dot = 2 Vacant Properties
More than 50%
25 to 50%
10 to 25%
5 to 10%
Less than 5%

% African American

Columbus (Franklin County): 
African American Population and 

Location of Vacant Properties 2000
N

EW

S

Why is that relevant?

Where are Harvey, 
Charles, Bill & Jim, 

Thomas and 
Chris?

Harvey Firestone
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Charles Brush

William Procter and James 
Gamble

Thomas Edison
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Christopher Alvarez-
Breckenridge

Where do they want to live?

Cool cities that are 
diverse

Human scaled
Bricked and walkable

“No one ever says, ‘Gosh I’m 
moving to North Maplegrove

because of their wonderful big 
box stores’, no they say, ‘I’m 
moving to South Elmwood 

because they have a sense of 
community’.”  
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What do we fix?

Not the weather
Look at Minnesota

Garrison Keillor
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Should we eliminate business 
taxes?

Enterprise Zones 
already do that

How do bricks impact fiscal health?

• Rehab generate 2x as many jobs as new
• Sales taxes are good indicators
• Counties get 40% of their funds
• Schools get commercial property tax
• Municipalities get income from workers

Look at the numbers

• Mythical county gets a value of “1”
• Rural counties not on interstate 
• Except for Darke County
• Change happens
• Similar to all communities
• Only data is from county basis
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How do you find the best model?

Watch TV reruns 
to see the 

American ideal
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So what do you need?

• Your community needs a Main Street 
Program

• Your community needs more bricks
• Your state needs historic tax credits
• You need to understand the relationship
• You need to make your voice heard
• You need to think in commute sheds
• But we don’t tax in commute sheds

We all live in commute 
sheds, but nobody taxes 

commute sheds.  If we won’t 
tax on a commute shed 

basis; then restore 
neighborhoods to their 

original grandeur and tax 
generating potential.

SB 167 formed a study committee

Fix the problem, 
not the blame
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25 Members
• Three members each of the 

House and Senate
• One member  - home builders
• One member who shall be a 

statewide advocate
• One member for ag
• One member for commercial 

real estate industry
• One member for home realtors 
• One member representing the 

Ohio Prosecuting Attorneys 
Association or the Ohio 
Association of Probate Judges, 

• One knowledgeable attorney 
• One member knowledgeable 

on the issues
•

• One member for the  planning 
industry 

• one for an Ohio labor 
organization

• one member for a statewide 
historic preservation 
organization

• one member each for cities, 
counties and townships 

• The Director of Development
• The Director of Transportation 
• Two members appointed by 

AG
• One for small businesses 

Gene Krebs
State Director, Greater Ohio

846 ½ E. Main St.
Columbus  OH   43205

gkrebs@greaterohio.org
614.258.1713 phone

614.258.6400 fax
513.739.2412 cell phone

www.greaterohio.org


